Living Hope – Equipping Track

Good News!

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”

Genesis 1:1

God 

The Bible begins by telling us that God exists and that he is the Creator of everything! God further shows himself to us in his Son, Jesus.

Read Colossians 1:16

Question: Why were all things created?

	     


This study looks at the gospel message (the “good news”), because understanding this message is vital for every Christian.

Mankind

	Write out Genesis 1:27  
	     

	     


Notice that both man and woman are made in the image of God. He is neither male nor female, but as the Bible always calls God ‘the Father’, so will we!

As the Creator, God sets the rules of life. Only he has the authority, the ‘divine right’, to tell us how to live and to require it of us!

Read Mark 12:28-31.

	Write out the most important commandment, Mark 12:30  
	     

	     

	     


This is his standard and the very first thing he wants from all of us.

Sin

Remember, sin is best understood as “an offence against God”. Read Romans 3:9-20. 

Not one of us has lived up to God’s standard, so the Bible says we are “all under sin.” We have all lived for ourselves, gone our own way, rather than loving and obeying our Creator. (See Isaiah 53:6).

Wrath and Judgment

Read Hebrews 9:27, Ephesians 2:3, John 3:18 and 3:36.

Everyone will be judged by God. Those who reject the sacrifice of Jesus for their sins stand condemned before God already. In the end they will be rejected by him (see 2 Corinthians 5:10 and John 5:28-29).

Salvation

	Write out Mark 1:14-15  
	     

	     

	     

	     


The message of the ‘good news’ is this: Every one of us is a sinner and stands condemned before God. Nothing we can do, not even our best efforts, can fulfil God’s demands for righteous living (see Matthew 5:20). Unless God himself does something to help, we have no hope of gaining eternal life. Therefore, God became a man in Jesus, lived a perfect life and died on our behalf – a perfect sacrifice that paid the price of sin for us all. By repentance (turning your back on sin) and faith (believing Jesus died for your sins and rose again to prove payment was complete) we can be ‘saved’. By faith in Jesus, God gives us his own righteousness as a gift (see Romans 3:21-24), wipes out our sins, accepts us and promises eternal life (see John 3:16).

	Question: Have you turned to God in repentance and faith, thanked him for his

	sacrifice for you, and accepted him as your Lord?
	     

	If “yes”, when did you do it?  
	     

	If “no”, are you willing to do it now?
	     


If you have never asked Jesus to be you Saviour and Lord before but you are willing to do so now, then stop and pray. Ask God to forgive your sins and accept you because of the sacrifice of Jesus for you. Believe he’s accepted you. Then thank him!

If you need help, talk to your mentor as soon as you can.
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